
 

Civil Disobedience:  
When Does It Become Necessary 
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Sometimes, within the Lord's Church, faithful followers disagree. In fact, there are times when folks in the Body of Christ, 
who genuinely enjoy solid, wonderful, fellowship, disagree. On matters of prime importance--the essentials* of our faith--
these folks stand with complete agenda harmony. However, on some things, not of prime importance, they choose to 
disagree with understanding, love, and compassion. This does not hurt their fellowship. In fact, if they are careful, their 
fellowship grows, their depth expands, their resolve tempers, their commitment strengthens. We find ourselves in such 
times. We are faced with a particular issue in which believers do not always agree. Here it is: do we follow our 
government's directions on safety protocols regarding Covid 19? At West Sound Community Church, we have chosen to 
do so. What follows is why. 
 
First, we must hasten to say we will not cover all the biblical issues wrapped up in this decision. A complete analysis 
would include exposition on several topics. These might best be quickly mentioned via several questions: 
 
Am I my brother's keeper? 
 
Am I to be a Good Samaritan? 
 
Am I to make sacrifices on behalf of others? 
 
Am I to submit my liberty to the preeminence of love? 
 
Do the words of Jesus still apply: "Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends?" 
 
Do the words of Jesus still apply: "What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, 
does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?" 
 
Do the words of Jesus still apply: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself?" 
 
Do the words of Jesus still apply: "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you?" 
 
The answers are yes...and they are quite significant within the Church's current conversation concerning whether or not 
to follow community guidelines about social distancing. After all, no matter if we agree or disagree, as Christ followers we 
must always consider the Love Factor...how do we best demonstrate God's love to a world that does not know him? If 
time permitted, it would be both pleasing and profitable to tackle each of the above questions to see how each of them 
enhances our best practices for the topic at hand. However, time does not permit. Instead, like churches across the 
globe, we must tackle the big one: to mask or not to mask, to distance or not to distance, these are the questions. In 
other words, in order to Glorify God through The Great Commission is it time to engage in civil disobedience? Let's see... 
 
Most folks who know their Bibles realize God's Word addresses "civil disobedience" head on. In fact, there are some 
primary passages that must be understood with any discussion in which we participate concerning this form of interaction 
between us and appointed authorities. These passages fall into two camps: those that clearly teach us to obey our ruling 
authorities and those that clearly teach us that on some occasions we must disobey our ruling authorities. 
 
First, there are those that teach us to obey our ruling authorities. Three of them are primary in this study. Take your time. 
Read them several times. Also, read them within their contexts. They are quite straight forward and accessible. 
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1.  Romans 13:1-7 
 
"Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who 
is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God's wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake 
of conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very  
 
thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to  
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed." 
 
 
2.  1 Peter 2:11-17 
 
"Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your 
soul. Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, 
whether it be to the emperor as supreme, or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise those 
who do good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
people. Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. Honor 
everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor." 
 
 
3.  Titus 3:1-11 
 
"Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, to speak evil 
of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people. For we ourselves were once 
foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by 
others and hating one another. But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, 
not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his 
grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and I want you to insist on 
these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote themselves to good works. These things 
are excellent and profitable for people. But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the 
law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, 
have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned." 
 
 
There you go...obey the authorities who have been appointed over you. It's not up for debate. The passages are clear 
and precise. All things being equal, this obedience is ultimately... 
 
...obedience to God 
...good for society 
...a means of influencing the appointed authorities 
...a means of preventing slander against us 
...a means of glorifying God 
...accomplishing the will of God to silence the ignorance of foolish people 
...shows perfect courtesy toward all people 
...way, way different from the ways of our unbelieving past. 
 
 
Second, there are other passages that teach us that on some occasions we must disobey our ruling authorities. These 
also should be read over and over, as well as within their contexts. On the whole, it's a bit lengthy, but 
it's God's word. There's nothing better. So be careful with it. Read it well. Then we will unpack it a little.  
 
1.  Exodus 1:8-22 
 
"Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. And he said to his people, 'Behold, the people of 
Israel are too many and too mighty for us. Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and, if war breaks 
out, they join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.' Therefore they set taskmasters over them to 
afflict them with heavy burdens. They built for Pharaoh store cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they were 
oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they spread abroad. And the Egyptians were in dread of the people of 
Israel. So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves and made their lives bitter with hard service, in mortar 
and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves. Then the king of 
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Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named 
Shiphrah and the other Puah, 'When you serve as midwife to the 
Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, you 
shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.'  But the midwives 
feared God and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, 
but let the male children live. So the king of Egypt called the 
midwives and said to them, 'Why have you done this, and let the 
male children live?' The midwives said to Pharaoh, 'Because the 
Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are 
vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.' So God 
dealt well with the midwives. And the people multiplied and grew 
very strong. And because the midwives feared God, he gave them 
families. Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, 'Every son that 
is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let 
every daughter live.ò 
 
 
2.  1 Samuel 14:24-46 
 
And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul had laid an oath on the people, saying, ñCursed be the 
man who eats food until it is evening and I am avenged on my enemies.ò So none of the people had tasted food. Now 
when all the people came to the forest, behold, there was honey on the ground. And when the people entered the forest, 
behold, the honey was dropping, but no one put his hand to his mouth, for the people feared the oath. But Jonathan had 
not heard his father charge the people with the oath, so he put out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and dipped it in 
the honeycomb and put his hand to his mouth, and his eyes became bright. Then one of the people said, ñYour father 
strictly charged the people with an oath, saying, óCursed be the man who eats food this day.ôò And the people were 
faint. Then Jonathan said, ñMy father has troubled the land. See how my eyes have become bright because I tasted a 
little of this honey.  How much better if the people had eaten freely today of the spoil of their enemies that they found. For 
now the defeat among the Philistines has not been great.ò They struck down the Philistines that day from Michmash to 
Aijalon. And the people were very faint. The people pounced on the spoil and took sheep and oxen and calves and 
slaughtered them on the ground. And the people ate them with the blood. Then they told Saul, ñBehold, the people are 
sinning against the LORD by eating with the blood.ò And he said, ñYou have dealt treacherously; roll a great stone to me 
here.ò And Saul said, ñDisperse yourselves among the people and say to them, óLet every man bring his ox or his sheep 
and slaughter them here and eat, and do not sin against the LORD by eating with the blood.ôò So every one of the people 
brought his ox with him that night and they slaughtered them there. And Saul built an altar to the LORD; it was the first 
altar that he built to the LORD. Then Saul said, ñLet us go down after the Philistines by night and plunder them until the 
morning light; let us not leave a man of them.ò And they said, ñDo whatever seems good to you.ò But the priest said, ñLet 
us draw near to God here.ò  And Saul inquired of God, ñShall I go down after the Philistines? Will you give them into the 
hand of Israel?ò But he did not answer him that day. And Saul said, ñCome here, all you leaders of the people, and know 
and see how this sin has arisen today. For as the LORD lives who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he 
shall surely die.ò But there was not a man among all the people who answered him. Then he said to all Israel, ñYou shall 
be on one side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side.ò And the people said to Saul, ñDo what seems good 
to you.ò Therefore Saul said, ñO LORD God of Israel, why have you not answered your servant this day? If this guilt is in 
me or in Jonathan my son, O LORD, God of Israel, give Urim. But if this guilt is in your people Israel, give Thummim.ò 
And Jonathan and Saul were taken, but the people escaped. Then Saul said, ñCast the lot between me and my son 
Jonathan.ò And Jonathan was taken. Then Saul said to Jonathan, ñTell me what you have done.ò And Jonathan told him, 
ñI tasted a little honey with the tip of the staff that was in my hand. Here I am; I will die.ò And Saul said, ñGod do so to me 
and more also; you shall surely die, Jonathan.ò Then the people said to Saul, ñShall Jonathan die, who has worked this 
great salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the LORD lives, there shall not one hair of his head fall to the ground, for he has 
worked with God this day.ò So the people ransomed Jonathan, so that he did not die. Then Saul went up from pursuing 
the Philistines, and the Philistines went to their own place. 
 
 
3.  1 Kings 18:1-19 
 
After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, ñGo, show yourself to Ahab, and I will 
send rain upon the earth.ò So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in Samaria. And Ahab 
called Obadiah, who was over the household. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly, and when Jezebel cut off the 
prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and 
water.) And Ahab said to Obadiah, ñGo through the land to all the springs of water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may 
find grass and save the horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.ò So they divided the land between 
them to pass through it. Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself. And as 
Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah recognized him and fell on his face and said, ñIs it you, 
my lord Elijah?" And he answered him, ñIt is I. Go, tell your lord, óBehold, Elijah is here.ôò  And he said, ñHow have I 
sinned, that you would give your servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? As the LORD your God lives, there is no 
nation or kingdom where my lord has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, óHe is not here,ô he would take an 



oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. And now you say, óGo, tell your lord, ñBehold, Elijah is 
here.òô And as soon as I have gone from you, the Spirit of the LORD will carry you I know not where. And so, when I 
come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the LORD from my 
youth. Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD, how I hid a hundred men of 
the LORD's prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and water? And now you say, óGo, tell your lord, 
ñBehold, Elijah is hereòô; and he will kill me.ò And Elijah said, ñAs the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will 
surely show myself to him today.ò So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah. When 
Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ñIs it you, you troubler of Israel?" And he answered, ñI have not troubled Israel, but 
you have, and your father's house, because you have abandoned the commandments of the LORD and followed the 
Baals. Now therefore send and gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 
prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.ò 
 
 
4.  Daniel 3:1-30 
 
King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its breadth six cubits. He set it up on 
the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon. Then King Nebuchadnezzar sent to gather the satraps, the prefects, and 
the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces to come 
to the dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Then the satraps, the prefects, and the governors, 
the counselors, the treasurers, the justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of the provinces gathered for the 
dedication of the image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. And they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
had set up. And the herald proclaimed aloud, ñYou are commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, that when you 
hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, you are to fall down and worship 
the golden image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up.  And whoever does not fall down and worship shall immediately 
be cast into a burning fiery furnace.ò Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, all the peoples, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped the golden 
image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and maliciously 
accused the Jews. They declared to King Nebuchadnezzar, ñO king, live forever! You, O king, have made a decree, that 
every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and 
worship the golden image. And whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. There 
are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. These men, O king, pay no attention to you; they do not serve your gods or worship the golden image that 
you have set up.ò Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 
brought. So they brought these men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, ñIs it true, O 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve my 
gods or worship the golden image that I have set up?  Now if you 
are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 
harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and worship 
the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do not 
worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my 
hands?ò Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said 
to the king, ñO Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you 
in this matter. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to 
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O king, 
that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up.ò Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face 
was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He ordered the 
furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. And he ordered 
some of the mighty men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in 
their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other garments, and they were 
thrown into the burning fiery furnace. Because the king's order was urgent and the 
furnace overheated, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. Then King Nebuchadnezzar 
was astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, ñDid we not 
cast three men bound into the fire?ò They answered and said to the king, ñTrue, O 
king.ò He answered and said, ñBut I see four men unbound, walking in the midst of 
the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.ò  Then Nebuchadnezzar came 
near to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, ñShadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most 
High God, come out, and come here!ò Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the satraps, 
the prefects, the governors, and the king's counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power 
over the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not harmed, and no smell of fire 
had come upon them. Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, ñBlessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 
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Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king's command, 
and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. Therefore I make a decree: 
Any people, nation, or language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be 
torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to rescue in this way.ò  Then the 
king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
 
 
5.  Daniel 6:1-28 
 
It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom; and over them three high 
officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should give account, so that the king might suffer no 
loss. Then this Daniel became distinguished above all the other high officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit 

was in him. And the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. Then the high officials and the satraps sought to 
find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any 
fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him. Then these men said, ñWe shall not find any ground 
for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.ò Then these high officials and 
satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, ñO King Darius, live forever!  All the high officials of the kingdom, 
the prefects and the satraps, the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance 
and enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be 
cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign the document, so that it cannot be changed, 
according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, which cannot be revoked.ò Therefore King Darius signed the 
document and injunction. When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he had 
windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and 
gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. Then these men came by agreement and found Daniel making 
petition and plea before his God. Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, ñO king! Did 
you not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days except to you, O king, 
shall be cast into the den of lions?ò The king answered and said, ñThe thing stands fast, according to the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.ò Then they answered and said before the king, ñDaniel, who is one of the 
exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition three times 
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