
Doesn’t life sometimes seem to just slip away? Doesn’t it seem that life is much like a Maytag Washing Machine...stuck 

on spin-cycle?  Do you find yourself wanting to scream, "What's going on around here!!?" 

Folks often go through the same motions day after day, week after week, 

until, all of a sudden, we find ourselves asking, What’s happened to me? 

Where is my motivation?” 

The Bible teaches us that most of these questions spring to life on account of 

"spiritual drift." Yes, like the Apostle Paul in Romans 7, we clearly have 

"decided" to follow Jesus, but then often find ourselves making him and the 

Father and the Holy Spirit less than first and foremost. The result is this: we 

find ourselves trying harder, but succeeding less.  

So, let's quickly review our primary passage (Haggai 1:1-15) to get our 

bearings. Then let's see if we can’t count our blessings, celebrate, and give 

God our praise and thanksgiving. And, along the way, if we see some things 

we should still be working on...well so much the better. 

 
First, Haggai 1:1-4 

Read the passage. 

Synopsis: The Israelites had returned from captivity. The Temple (house) of 

God was in ruins. After an initial start at rebuilding the temple (cf. Ezra, 

Nehemiah), the people of God turned away from it and began looking to their 

own portfolios. The notion of paneling their homes with wood was an 

incredible extravagance. While extravagance in and of itself is not wrong, 

when it is symptomatic of filling up on life satisfaction independent from God 

it becomes idolatry. For the Israelites, attention to the temple was their 

unique way of attending to God. Therefore, the prophet did not argue the 

point. He did not try to explain the theology behind this situation. He merely 

stated what the people already knew: "Really, you and your stuff are actually 

more important than God?" 

Eternal Truth: When God ranks lower than your first priority you will look in vain to find an excuse.  

Question: What does it look like in our lives when we "panel" our houses and not God's (put ourselves ahead of God)? 
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Question: What does it look like when your church does this? 

 

 

Question: What are the things you can be currently celebrating regarding some significant victory in this area—either 

personally or corporately? 

 

 

Question: How could you increase your capacity for encouragement by celebrating your victories? 

 

 

 

Second, Haggai 1:5-11 

Read the passage. 

Synopsis: In verses 5 and 6, the Lord tells the people to carefully consider what is happening in their lives. Of course, 
this follows immediately on the heels of the stated problem: practically speaking, God is not God in their lives. The 
results? 

● they planted much, but harvested little  

● they ate, but never had enough 

● they drank, but never had their fill 

● they put on clothes, but were not warm  

● they earned wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it 

This all sounds suspiciously like what Solomon talked about in Ecclesiastes. He tried song and pleasure, yet his soul 
remained empty. He tried many women, yet his soul remained empty. He tried drinking, yet his soul remained empty. He 
tried building an empire, yet his soul remained empty. He tried education, luxury, and power...yet, still, as ever his soul 
remained empty. He said it was like chasing after the wind. 

It sounds also like Jesus as recorded in Matthew 6:25-34 

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not 
life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 
in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. 
They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

The operative word in this passage is “seek.” Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. The word seek is a 
verb in the present aspect. So, we are to keep on seeking God's kingdom and his righteousness. And what is his 
kingdom and his righteousness? His rule in our lives. His priority in our lives. All the other things. The things we worry 
about. The things we chase after, moment by moment, day after day, even more than we chase after God, need to be 
put in their place—somewhere as a distant second to God. 

Back to Haggai, in verses 7 through 11, the Lord pushed home his point. In verses 7 and 8, he directed the people to 
bring back wood to build his house—the temple. This is God's way of telling them what he told them over and over again 
throughout their history: "Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is one God and you shall have no other gods before me." In 
versus 9 through 11, the Lord gave another reminder: every attempt independent of God to fill up on life satisfaction will 
always leave God's child feeling and experiencing emptiness. God will not allow it to be otherwise. He and he alone is  
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sufficient. This is not the outworking of God's ego. It is the work of his love. He is the greatest blessing we can possess. 
Ignoring this or forgetting this diminishes us. God knows this and always seeks to rescue us from this tragedy. So, he is 
involved when we feel the loss, the emptiness, the meaninglessness, the hole in our soul, the question, Why is "it" never 
enough?  

Eternal Truth: When God ranks lower than your first priority even your apparent success will be void of blessing.  

Question: In the question "Why is “it” never enough," what might “it” refer to in your life? 

 

 

Question: What might “it” refer to in your church? 

 

 

Question: In all honesty, do you ever find yourself thinking “it’s God himself?” Sure, intellectually, biblically, theologically, 
in the truest sense of truth, yes, God is enough. However, right here, right now, in the warp and woof of life, is it possible 
you find yourself saying, "God I don't experience you as enough?"  

● "I don't find enough joy in you." 

● "I don't find enough comfort in you." 

● "In fact, I don't find you." 

● "In fact, that personal, close, intimate, “friendship with you” thing I hear about seems like a pipe-dream.  

Application: Take some time here. Stop to pray. If you find some reality in this dilemma, that's okay. Recognizing and 
admitting this can be the first step in correcting it. 

 

 

Question: What kind of turn-arounds are you seeing regarding this? How are you seeing the blessings of many things 
since the blessings of seeking God first are on the rise?  

 

 

Question: How so when it comes to the church? In fact, consider the principle again: When God ranks lower than your 
first priority even your apparent success will be void of blessing. Now, what “lesser” things—good things of God, but not 
God himself—are we celebrating because God is our ultimate purpose? How is all this being expressed and lived out in 
the life of your church? 

 

 
 
Third, Haggai 1:12-15 

Read the passage 

Synopsis: The people changed. God took center stage once again. And God said, "I am with you." Of course, he had 
always been there for them, with them, patiently waiting on them. Now the tide is turning. Not only will God continue 
tending to his people, his people will tend to him. 

Eternal Truth: When God does rank as your first priority the full impact of his presence becomes evident.  

Application: 

What if I find myself saying over and over,  

 "But I have decided to follow." 

 "I do want to experience 100% commitment to God." 

 "I get it, I need to experience intimacy with Christ, but how?" 
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 "Okay, preacher, I want to live in the fullness of God, but how?" 

 "Right, right, I want to live a 24/7 life of worship, but how? 

 "Yes, like John said in 1 John 1:1-4, I want to experience fellowship with God as personally as John did while Jesus 
 was on earth, but how?" 

Well, let's begin with a simple premise: it is not too hard. It is not a mystery. It is not a special thing that some attain, but 
others cannot. The Bible addresses it over and over in plain and simple language. However, there are counterfeits we 
need to overcome and we will only overcome them by seeing the Bible's plain and simple instruction regarding up close 
and personal fellowship with God.  

We can see it in and through Moses in Exodus 33. We can learn about it through King David in Psalm 51. We can hear 
our Lord Jesus address it in Matthew 5, 6, and 7; John 14, 15, and 16; and Revelation 2 and 3. The Apostle Paul refers 
to it several times. A few of his passages are of vital interest: Romans 6, 7, and 8; Romans 12:1-8; 1 Corinthians 2:6—
3:4; Galatians 5:16-26; and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28. 

So, if this is something you want to pursue, ask yourself some of these questions: 

• What obstacles might I face tracking down this plain and simple truth? 
 
 
● What might I need to give up (in my schedule, in my heart) to learn how to apply these eternal truths? 
 
 
● What is my courage or motivation level to follow this course? 
 
 
● What can I do to increase my courage and/or motivation level? 
 
 
● What resources do I have available to help me in this pursuit? 
 
 
● Who might I ask for any help I might need interpreting some of what the Bible is saying? 
 
 
● What is my time line? 
 
 
● What sort of action plan am I going to implement?  
 
What about your church? How can it pursue an agenda of getting more up close and personal with the Lord? Keep in 
mind, you're not looking for the counterfeits, but the true leading of the Spirit as seen in the above passages. 
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Have you ever been prone to thinking too little of yourself or too little of what you do? Have you ever found yourself 
comparing yourself to others and ending with an evaluation that leaves you in the losing category?  
 
Do you ever find yourself thinking, “I just wish I could be as good as so and so?” Or maybe, “Man, I wish others saw me 
the way they see so and so,” might be more of what you think.  
 
Most people engage in this kind of thinking sooner or later. Sometimes it can motivate us to greater things. However, it 
also has a tendency to slow us down. Too much of this negative thinking may actually cause us to just give up. It’s always 
been this way.  
 
In the Prophet Haggai’s second message he addressed this kind of problem when it concerned the nation of Israel and 
the building of God’s second temple upon the return of the Israelis from captivity. The principles learned then still apply 
today. So, let’s see if we can capture them for ourselves…  
 
Review:  
 
In the first message we learned that people can begin ignoring God simply because they preferred their own “stuff” to God 
himself. The returned exiles, having tasted a little freedom and prosperity, began “paneling” their own houses while the 
House of God was neglected. Things aren’t much different today. Christians become so focused on “making it,” or 
“chasing dreams,” or vocations, avocations, and vacations that God gets relegated to the back burner of our lives. So...  
 
First, the importance of building the second temple was not just symbolic. It wasn’t a gesture telling the nations 
surrounding God’s people, “Watch out, we’re back!” The temple was so much more. It was the meeting place for God and 
his chosen people. Attending to it was an Israeli’s way of demonstrating his devotion to the Lord. Leaving it in disarray or 
failing to attend to it was tantamount to ignoring the Lord.  
 
Second, it was vital that, in his first 
message, Haggai reminded the folks that if 
they believed themselves to be the 
children of God they must make him their 
very first priority. In fact, they weren’t. 
While the temple had been started (Ezra 
3), years later it remained unfinished. The 
folks had turned away from their devotion 
to the Lord to their devotion for themselves 
(Haggai 1:2-4). There simply could not be 
any excuse for these circumstances.  
 
Third, asked to repent, the people saw 
their error. They really listened. They 
turned back...and God promised them they 
would know his presence again (Haggai 
1:12-15).  
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2nd Message 
 
That brings us to Haggai’s second message. There was a second reason the folks had ceased building the temple. It 
was discouragement. But why? Well...  
 
First, Haggai 2:1-5...Since God makes your ministry great you have no need of comparing it with another’s. 
 
Synopsis: In vs. 3 we read that Haggai was directed to ask, “Who is left among you who saw this house in its former 
glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes?”  
 
This little piece of history is enhanced when we consider Ezra 3:12,13:  

 
“But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, 
wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud 
for joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the 
people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.”  

 
This discouragement at the initial building of the second temple delayed its progress and led the folks to start thinking of 
themselves. This was about 16 years before this series of messages by Haggai...the foundation had just been sitting 
there all that time.  
 
So, there were some, now much older and leaders within the community, who as children were among those taken away 
long before and among those who would also remember the beginnings of the second temple. They remembered the 
grandeur of Solomon’s Temple. It was much larger. It was made of great, level cut stones. It was filled and painted with 
gold. Within it was the Ark of the Covenant, the Golden Lampstand, the Golden Alter, etc. In comparison, the second 
temple was made of wood. It was smaller. It would not possess the original artifacts.  
 
The older Jewish leaders were disappointed once before. Would they now be yet disappointed? Would they halt the 
work again? If so, they needed to hear the message more than anyone. Notice verses 4 and 5:  

 

"Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the 
LORD of hosts, according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 
remains in your midst. Fear not."  

 

Question: What does it look like in our lives when we start the comparison game? Examples?  
 
Question: What does it look like when our church does this? Examples?  
 
Question: With this in mind, can you celebrate and share some victories you might not have previously considered?  
 
 
Second, Haggai 2:6-9...Since God makes your ministry great you can depend on him for the results.  
 
Synopsis: Look again at verses six through eight.  
 

"For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth 
and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come 
in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
declares the LORD of hosts."  

 
The Lord tells everyone HE will make the heavens, the earth, and nations shake. HE will fill the temple with glory. In 
effect, the story is not the temple. It is God. Devotion is not meant for wood and nails. It is meant for God. Dedication is 
not meant for size, method, skill, or the ones doing the work. It is meant for God. Glory is not found in our abilities, our 
assets, or our accomplishments. Glory is found in God.  
 
Our lives, our families, our church, our work is God’s story through us. It is not to be compared with that of others. It is 
only necessary that we be found faithful to him...not what the world or our envy and jealousy dictates. We dare not  
confuse the two!  
 
 
 
 
 



The passage is not through! Look again at verse nine:  
 

“The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I 
will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.” 

 
The second temple would serve its purpose. Not only would it once again serve as the center of Jewish worship, it would 
one day contain a display of God’s glory never known before...the Messiah would walk in its courts (Luke 2:22, 41-51; 
19:45-47). Jesus would enter on more than one occasion. He would astound both the leaders and the people. He would 
chastise the money makers. Finally, his life spent on the cross would tear the vail. He would usher everyone into the holy 
of holies. The temple would receive his glory. Prophecies of old would be fulfilled. The Messiah would be called 
Emmanuel, God with us. The born-again believers in Christ Jesus would become the temple of God. Decades later the 
second temple would be destroyed. Oh man, the second temple had a great purpose, but it was not its size, stature, or 
splendor. Its purpose was the decrees, intentions, and works of God. Its reason for being was God himself. The folks 
needed to know why the temple should be restored. The reason was God, not how they looked in comparison to their 
ancestors...or for that matter how they looked to one another or the surrounding nations.  
 
Question: What does it look like when we actually believe faithfulness to God and his intentions is more important than 
nickels and noses? (Nickels and noses: an expression indicating our tendency to measure success by money, people, 
popularity, etc.)  
 
Question: What are the pitfalls we may face when we start to live as though God’s thoughts about us are of far greater 
importance than the thoughts of others?  
 
Question: In all honesty, do you ever find yourself in a struggle trying to fend off the tendencies of those during the days 
of Ezra and Haggai who wanted to say, “If only” or “Yeah, but” or “Remember when” or…? When this happens to you, 
what does it look like? 
 
Question: Going the other direction, what does it feel like when we begin to be liberated from those tendencies?  
 
Question: What cautions might we keep in mind as we begin to celebrate this freedom? (Hint: Just because we do not 
measure success by worldly standards it does not mean we do not measure success. What is the standard? Hint: It’s 
found in what we’ve just been learning...The glory of God.)  
 
Let’s be committed to tracking these things. Let’s pray for one another. Let’s consider how we can help others in these 
matters. As we go about our lives...  
 
● What roadblocks might we face as we seek to live like this?  
 
● What can we do to increase this truth in the lives of our families and church?  
 
● What resources do we have to help us in this pursuit?  
 
● Who might we ask for any help we might need?  
 
Finally, finally, consider spending a lot of time contemplating how this might impact your drive toward evangelism. When 
you seek to build relationships of integrity that may one day lead to opportunities to share a verbal witness, what will it be 
like to be faithful to the Savior rather than guilt, pressure, or the stress of wanting to be perceived as accomplished or 
popular?  
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Far too often we equate holiness with folks who think they are "Holier than Thou." Or perhaps we equate holiness with 
this idea, "She's so heavenly minded she's of no earthly good." These and other misunderstandings may make sense 
regarding certain people, but they run far wide of what the Bible teaches regarding holiness.  
 
In fact, the New Testament uses the original Greek word for holy (depending on its form and the context) in several 
ways: holy, holiness, saint, sanctify, sanctification, separate, etc. It really isn't difficult to know what it does not mean 
and also what it does mean. It doesn't mean the two phrases we led with above. It does not describe someone who 
thinks of himself as more "righteous or perfect" than the rest. Neither does it refer to someone who has attained a 
certain level of piety due to religious behavior. On the other hand, it does refer to one who is made righteous in Christ. 
It refers to those who by faith in Jesus and the result of God's grace have been set apart (sanctified) for his purpose.  

 
This person, in the New Testament, is referred to as a saint. The Apostle 
Paul, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit wrote, wrote the following in 
Ephesians 2:1-10: 
 
"And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we 
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 
body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 
mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 
he loved us,  even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in 
the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved 
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result 
of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them." 
 
We'll learn something quite unique and very important about this holiness in 
Haggai's third message. Its Big Idea is this: If God holds first in your life 
then you must commit yourself to becoming holy.  Of course, right? It 
makes sense given what we've already learned from Haggai. It's how the big 
idea is broken down that hits us right between the yes. It contains three 
subordinate ideas… 
 

First, in verses 10-14, we'll see that committing ourselves to holiness means we must forego the notion that holiness 
can be transmitted vicariously. Second, in verses 15-17, we'll see that committing ourselves to holiness fortifies us 
from the the terrible consequences of sin. Third, in verses 18 and 19, we'll see that committing ourselves to holiness is 
indeed the desire of the one who pours out heaven's blessings. 
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By way of quick review: So far we’ve learned two valuable lessons from the Old Testament Prophet Haggai: first, if we 
call ourselves children of God then he must be our top priority; and , second, so long as God is involved with our ministry 
the ministry is great (no matter how small it may appear). The first was a warning. The second was an encouragement. 
Haggai’s original audience—the people of Israel—responded well to both. They demonstrated their commitment to God 
by re-engaging their work on the temple and they received their encouragement from God by realizing that he was 
responsible for the results. Both of these events ultimately led to a third message...a reminder. It too would require a 
response from the people…and whatever principle they learned we can learn. 
 
 
1. Haggai 2:10-14:  You must commit yourself to becoming holy since holiness is not  
 transmitted vicariously.  
 
Synopsis: This was a message given to the people using questions to be addressed to the priests...experts on the 
ceremonial law of the Old Testament. Here Haggai made a point of helping individuals see their need for personal 
devotion and holiness before God. In 2:11-13, Haggai referred to meat set apart and meant to become a sacrifice for 
God. Depending on the translation you read from, this meat was called holy or consecrated. In verses 12 and 13, Haggai 
helped them to see that consecration/holiness was not transferable. Something is not made holy simply by coming into 
contact with something else that is considered holy. However, it is not the same with things defiled. Unlike holiness, 
defilement is transferable (Numbers 19:11-13). And then, in 2:14, the prophet drove home the point, “Then Haggai 
answered and said, "So is it with this people, and with this nation before me, declares the LORD, and so with every work 
of their hands. And what they offer there is unclean.”  
 
Note: the following two questions refer to the sin of “going through the motions,” not the consequences that follow.  
 
Question: What does it look like in our lives when we attempt to go through the motions? Examples? 
 
 
 
 
Question: What do you suppose it looks like when a Church is guilty of going through the motions?  Here you might want 
to look at Revelation 2:1-7. 
 
 
 
 
Question: What victories have you been seeing regarding all this? What’s it feel like when you know you are in it for the 
Lord rather than the trappings surrounding the household of God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Haggai 2:15-17: You must commit yourself to becoming holy in order to avoid the terrible consequences 
 of sin.  
 
Synopsis:  In this section Haggai used a simple reminder. Would they remember the consequences of keeping God at 
arms length? Would they recall what he said in his first message about sowing much, but harvesting little? Would they 
remember him asking about eating, but still feeling hungry? A quick comparison between this passage and 1:5,6 makes 
this clear. This all follows naturally and logically from 2:11-14. If we were to read between the lines, we might hear 
Haggai saying, “Please, let’s not fall into the same old trap as before. Don’t build the temple just ‘because.’ Have we not 
learned this lesson yet? Anything short of God himself is not enough. It’s still sin. Instead, build the temple because you 
‘love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might’ (Deuteronomy 6:5).”  
 
Question: What consequences do you sometimes see if and when you fall into the “going though the motions” trap? 
 
 
 
Question: How about the results when it happens to a Church? Can this be measured simply by size or activity?  
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3. Haggai 2:18,19: You must commit yourself to becoming holy if you desire to stand in God’s favor. 
 
Synopsis: The point of all this? Repentance was good (1:14,15). Returning to the task of rebuilding the temple was 
excellent...as a start. However, the people needed a reminder that the temple and the things about the temple do not 
produce holiness. True consecration cannot be caught or transferred by us or to us from anything but the Lord himself. 
The favor of God is found when we are close to him...not so much the things of God. The issue is not that God does not 
want to bestow his favor. He does. It’s just that his people—then and now—so often step out from under his favor by 
moving away from him. Moving away starts when we begin going through the motions: temple/church before God; duty/
ritual before God; truth about God before God; etc. Need we go further? Probably not. This was the final point driven 
home in 2:19: “Is the seed yet in the barn? Indeed, the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have 
yielded nothing. But from this day on I will bless you."   
 
The blessing is God. True consecration, true holiness is all about worship. When we admire, adore, and, as a result, 
attend God, holiness will erupt. Doing this naturally means we draw close. We desire more. We dedicate all. We then 
are full when we harvest, when we eat, when we work...because God is the fullness. We live under the hand of his 
favor...under the umbrella of his protection...under the hand of his care...under the reign of his love...under the gift of his 
grace. One doesn’t earn this favor. One just gets close to it. One doesn’t work for this favor. One just receives it because 
one is willing and submissive.  
 
When we fall face down before the Lord, he picks us up. This is not earned favor or holiness. It is the holiness of God’s 
favor upon the surrendered. 
 
Look at Revelation 1:12–17 
 

"Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, 
and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden 
sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a 
flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of 
many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and 
his face was like the sun shining in full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he 
laid his right hand on me, saying, 'Fear not, I am the first and the last…'" 

 
When we are surrendered to God, he will always lay his hands upon us. He will always say, “Fear not.”  
 
Question: What do you see in your life that indicates this? 
 
 
 
 
Question: What about in your own life? How are you seeing the favor of God? 
 
 
 
 
Question: How can you use all of this to lovingly witness to those who have not yet heard just how much God loves 
them?  
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Well, we’ve learned three valuable lessons from the Old Testament Prophet Haggai: first,  if we call ourselves children 

of God then he must be our top priority; second, so long as God is involved with our ministry the ministry is great (no 

matter how small it may appear); and, third, if God is truly our first priority then we must pursue holiness. The first was 

a stern warning. For us, it was one of those “if the shoe fits, wear it” sort of appeals. The second was a motivational 

encouragement: kind of like “God is always with you...so don’t put yourself down.” The third was a gentle reminder 

about the first two: like the first message...pursue holiness; like the second message...God desires to bless his people.  

Haggai received one more message from God. This one was directed specifically to the Governor, Zerubbabel, 

because, as the public leader of God’s people, he new better than most how much opposition a child of God receives 

when he or she attempts to do God’s will…and, once again, whatever principle he learned we can learn. In this case,  

If you cannot be certain about your circumstances be confident 

about the Lord.  2:20-23 

Review 

The historical context of the situation prompting this present message from 

God is necessary to understand just how important this message was for 

Zerubbabel. Therefore, 

● Approximately seventeen years earlier the first wave of the return 

of the Jews to the Southern Kingdom, Judah, had taken place. This was a 

result of the Persian assent over Babylon and the Kings of Persia allowing 

Ezra, Zerubbabel, and Joshua, the High Priest, to allow some of the Jews 

to go home. (Ezra 1-4).  

● During those days the nations surrounding the returning exiles 

were arrayed against them. They wanted no part of any Israeli success 

(Ezra 4). The present situation to which the Lord was using Haggai to 

speak was no different. While the people and leaders were responding 

well to the first three messages, it could not be missed that opposition was 

still prevalent. Every day brought the threat of the "the bottom falling out." 

You might want to take a look at Ezra 5 to see this particular historical 

setting. 

Life is not all that different for us. Sometimes it seems like the bottom is 

about to fall out. Things seem stacked against us. Our present situation 

can sometimes seem tenuous at best. It can seem like there isn’t much in which we can place out trust. It can often 

feel as though certainty regarding present circumstances escapes us. And when this is how life seems to us, as it must 

have to Zerubbabel, it’s time to get some new perspective. So, let’s work our way through the principles found in this 

awesome passage of Scripture. 
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Haggai 2:20-22 

Read the passage. Refer back to it as we proceed. 

Synopsis: This was a message given specifically to Governor Zerubbabel. He was the civil leader of the people allowed 

to return to the homeland under the decree of Cyrus, King of Persia (Ezra 1:1; 2:2) and prophesied 70 years earlier by 

Jeremiah (Jeremiah 29:10). He was also the grandson of Jeconiah (Jehoiachin), the wicked king who reigned in Judah 

during the second wave of the Babylonian exile (2 Chronicles 36:5-23; Jeremiah 22). And though he appears in the 

ancestral line leading to the Messiah, our Savior (Matthew 1:11-13), he was not a king. The line of the kings was cut off 

at Jeconiah. This is important...as we shall see. 

Now notice several “I” statements of the Lord: 

Tell Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I am going to shake the heavens and the earth. 

●I will overturn royal thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms. 

●I will overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses and their riders will fall, each by the sword of his brother. 

●On that day, declares the LORD Almighty, I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, declares the LORD, 

and make you like a signet ring, 

●for I have chosen you, declares the LORD of hosts. 

Sure things might have still looked bleak to the Governor, but the Lord had something to say about it. We might 

paraphrase God’s speech like this, “I, I, I, I, will take care of these things, because I am the Almighty.” 

Eternal Truth: You can be confident about both today and the future because there is simply nothing greater than God.  

Question: What kind of circumstances cause you to shiver, shudder, and shake? 

 

 

Question: What causes you to doubt the power of God to handle both the present and the future? 

 

 

Question: If you presently doubt, what resources are available to learn this lesson Haggai delivered to Zerubbabel. 

 

 

Question: What are you celebrating these days regarding this truth? 

 

 

 

Haggai 2:23 

Read the verse. Refer back to it as needed.  

Synopsis: Here are a few things we know… 

● The shaking of the heavens and the earth is a prophecy of the future. It did not happen on Zerubbabel’s watch. 

● The then present circumstances were made more certain by the Lord’s declaration regarding the future. We see 

this not only in the Lord’s “I” statements found in verses 21 and 22, but in his promise to Zerubbabel…”I will take you, my 

servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, declares the LORD, and make you like a signet ring.” Here is where some of the 
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history comes into play. In Jeremiah 22 we read about the wicked kings of Judah being taken into captivity. One of them 

was Zerubbabel’s grandfather, King Jeconiah (Jehoiachin),  In Jeremiah 22:24-30 we read, 

  "As I live, declares the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were the signet ring on my 

right hand, yet I would tear you off and give you into the hand of those who seek your life, into the hand of those of whom 

you are afraid, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the hand of the Chaldeans. I will hurl you 

and the mother who bore you into another country, where you were not born, and there you shall die. But to the land to 

which they will long to return, there they shall not return." Is this man Coniah a despised, broken pot, a vessel no one 

cares for? Why are he and his children hurled and cast into a land that they do not know? O land, land, land, hear the 

word of the LORD! Thus says the LORD: "Write this man down as childless, a man who shall not succeed in his days, for 

none of his offspring shall succeed in sitting on the throne of David and ruling again in Judah."  

Notice the two underlined parts. First, Jeconiah (Coniah, Jehoiachin), Zerubbabel’s grandfather, was torn away as the 
“signet ring” of God, and, second, his offspring would never sit on the throne of David. And they did not. The only one to 
ever do so again is the true Messiah, Jesus...when he comes again. 

However, Zerubbabel does receive a partial reversal of Coniah’s doom. Where Coniah was told “though Coniah the son 
of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, were the signet ring on my right hand, yet I would tear you off and give you into the hand of 
those who seek your life,” Zerubbabel  was told  “I will take you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, declares 
the LORD, and make you like a signet ring.” So what’s the deal with the signet ring? A signet ring was a seal. The piece a 
king used to impart his identity and authority. It could be worn on a finger, around the neck, or bound to the arm. It was 
inseparable from its owner. For example, in the Song of Solomon, a signet ring (seal) is used as an illustration for the 
depths of one’s love for a spouse: 

Who is that coming up from the wilderness, leaning on her beloved? Under the apple tree I awakened you. 
There your mother was in labor with you; there she who bore you was in labor. Set me as a seal upon your 
heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are 
flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. If a 
man offered for love all the wealth of his house, he would be utterly despised.  

Notice the placement of the signet ring...on the heart, on the arm. This is just as close as something can get. This is the 
closeness a spouse desires of his or her lover. It is a love so great that it is stronger than death, bright as the very flame 
of the Lord, unquenchable even under a deluge, immune to drowning, and worth more than all the wealth of Solomon. 

This is the power and the meaning behind what the Lord said to Zerubbabel…”please don’t worry because I will hold you 
closely, I will protect and cherish you, I will ensure your safety...you will not be so much as a breath away from me.”  

This is the love of God that brought the people back to the land, would preserve them until the coming of Jesus, the heir 
to David’s throne, and will see them restored yet again as they finally fall before Immanuel, God with Us, at the end of 
the age and the beginning of heaven. 

This is the love of God for his children. Today it is no different. The Savior made it quite clear when he was asked, "What 
must we do, to be doing the works of God?" (John 6:28). He answered, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him 
whom he has sent” (John 6:29). And the motivation behind this? Check out John 3:16; Romans 5:8; and 1 John 4:10. 

Eternal Truth: You can be confident about both the present and the future because no one loves you more than God 
loves you. 

 

Question: How have you seen this great love of God lately? 

 

 

Question: What might you do to make sure others either know about or become the “signet ring” of God?  
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