
Have you ever been prone to thinking too little of yourself or too little of what you do? Have you ever found yourself 
comparing yourself to others and ending with an evaluation that leaves you in the losing category?  
 
Do you ever find yourself thinking, “I just wish I could be as good as so and so?” Or maybe, “Man, I wish others saw me 
the way they see so and so,” might be more of what you think.  
 
Most people engage in this kind of thinking sooner or later. Sometimes it can motivate us to greater things. However, it 
also has a tendency to slow us down. Too much of this negative thinking may actually cause us to just give up. It’s always 
been this way.  
 
In the Prophet Haggai’s second message he addressed this kind of problem when it concerned the nation of Israel and 
the building of God’s second temple upon the return of the Israelis from captivity. The principles learned then still apply 
today. So, let’s see if we can capture them for ourselves…  
 
Review:  
 
In the first message we learned that people can begin ignoring God simply because they preferred their own “stuff” to God 
himself. The returned exiles, having tasted a little freedom and prosperity, began “paneling” their own houses while the 
House of God was neglected. Things aren’t much different today. Christians become so focused on “making it,” or 
“chasing dreams,” or vocations, avocations, and vacations that God gets relegated to the back burner of our lives. So...  
 
First, the importance of building the second temple was not just symbolic. It wasn’t a gesture telling the nations 
surrounding God’s people, “Watch out, we’re back!” The temple was so much more. It was the meeting place for God and 
his chosen people. Attending to it was an Israeli’s way of demonstrating his devotion to the Lord. Leaving it in disarray or 
failing to attend to it was tantamount to ignoring the Lord.  
 
Second, it was vital that, in his first 
message, Haggai reminded the folks that if 
they believed themselves to be the 
children of God they must make him their 
very first priority. In fact, they weren’t. 
While the temple had been started (Ezra 
3), years later it remained unfinished. The 
folks had turned away from their devotion 
to the Lord to their devotion for themselves 
(Haggai 1:2-4). There simply could not be 
any excuse for these circumstances.  
 
Third, asked to repent, the people saw 
their error. They really listened. They 
turned back...and God promised them they 
would know his presence again (Haggai 
1:12-15).  
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2nd Message 
 
That brings us to Haggai’s second message. There was a second reason the folks had ceased building the temple. It 
was discouragement. But why? Well...  
 
First, Haggai 2:1-5...Since God makes your ministry great you have no need of comparing it with another’s. 
 
Synopsis: In vs. 3 we read that Haggai was directed to ask, “Who is left among you who saw this house in its former 
glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes?”  
 
This little piece of history is enhanced when we consider Ezra 3:12,13:  

 
“But many of the priests and Levites and heads of fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first house, 
wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud 
for joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the 
people's weeping, for the people shouted with a great shout, and the sound was heard far away.”  

 
This discouragement at the initial building of the second temple delayed its progress and led the folks to start thinking of 
themselves. This was about 16 years before this series of messages by Haggai...the foundation had just been sitting 
there all that time.  
 
So, there were some, now much older and leaders within the community, who as children were among those taken away 
long before and among those who would also remember the beginnings of the second temple. They remembered the 
grandeur of Solomon’s Temple. It was much larger. It was made of great, level cut stones. It was filled and painted with 
gold. Within it was the Ark of the Covenant, the Golden Lampstand, the Golden Alter, etc. In comparison, the second 
temple was made of wood. It was smaller. It would not possess the original artifacts.  
 
The older Jewish leaders were disappointed once before. Would they now be yet disappointed? Would they halt the 
work again? If so, they needed to hear the message more than anyone. Notice verses 4 and 5:  

 

"Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the 
LORD of hosts, according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 
remains in your midst. Fear not."  

 

Question: What does it look like in our lives when we start the comparison game? Examples?  
 
Question: What does it look like when our church does this? Examples?  
 
Question: With this in mind, can you celebrate and share some victories you might not have previously considered?  
 
 
Second, Haggai 2:6-9...Since God makes your ministry great you can depend on him for the results.  
 
Synopsis: Look again at verses six through eight.  
 

"For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth 
and the sea and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come 
in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
declares the LORD of hosts."  

 
The Lord tells everyone HE will make the heavens, the earth, and nations shake. HE will fill the temple with glory. In 
effect, the story is not the temple. It is God. Devotion is not meant for wood and nails. It is meant for God. Dedication is 
not meant for size, method, skill, or the ones doing the work. It is meant for God. Glory is not found in our abilities, our 
assets, or our accomplishments. Glory is found in God.  
 
Our lives, our families, our church, our work is God’s story through us. It is not to be compared with that of others. It is 
only necessary that we be found faithful to him...not what the world or our envy and jealousy dictates. We dare not  
confuse the two!  
 
 
 
 
 



The passage is not through! Look again at verse nine:  
 

“The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I 
will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.” 

 
The second temple would serve its purpose. Not only would it once again serve as the center of Jewish worship, it would 
one day contain a display of God’s glory never known before...the Messiah would walk in its courts (Luke 2:22, 41-51; 
19:45-47). Jesus would enter on more than one occasion. He would astound both the leaders and the people. He would 
chastise the money makers. Finally, his life spent on the cross would tear the vail. He would usher everyone into the holy 
of holies. The temple would receive his glory. Prophecies of old would be fulfilled. The Messiah would be called 
Emmanuel, God with us. The born-again believers in Christ Jesus would become the temple of God. Decades later the 
second temple would be destroyed. Oh man, the second temple had a great purpose, but it was not its size, stature, or 
splendor. Its purpose was the decrees, intentions, and works of God. Its reason for being was God himself. The folks 
needed to know why the temple should be restored. The reason was God, not how they looked in comparison to their 
ancestors...or for that matter how they looked to one another or the surrounding nations.  
 
Question: What does it look like when we actually believe faithfulness to God and his intentions is more important than 
nickels and noses? (Nickels and noses: an expression indicating our tendency to measure success by money, people, 
popularity, etc.)  
 
Question: What are the pitfalls we may face when we start to live as though God’s thoughts about us are of far greater 
importance than the thoughts of others?  
 
Question: In all honesty, do you ever find yourself in a struggle trying to fend off the tendencies of those during the days 
of Ezra and Haggai who wanted to say, “If only” or “Yeah, but” or “Remember when” or…? When this happens to you, 
what does it look like? 
 
Question: Going the other direction, what does it feel like when we begin to be liberated from those tendencies?  
 
Question: What cautions might we keep in mind as we begin to celebrate this freedom? (Hint: Just because we do not 
measure success by worldly standards it does not mean we do not measure success. What is the standard? Hint: It’s 
found in what we’ve just been learning...The glory of God.)  
 
Let’s be committed to tracking these things. Let’s pray for one another. Let’s consider how we can help others in these 
matters. As we go about our lives...  
 
● What roadblocks might we face as we seek to live like this?  
 
● What can we do to increase this truth in the lives of our families and church?  
 
● What resources do we have to help us in this pursuit?  
 
● Who might we ask for any help we might need?  
 
Finally, finally, consider spending a lot of time contemplating how this might impact your drive toward evangelism. When 
you seek to build relationships of integrity that may one day lead to opportunities to share a verbal witness, what will it be 
like to be faithful to the Savior rather than guilt, pressure, or the stress of wanting to be perceived as accomplished or 
popular?  
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